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Key Conclusions

Presentation of the Proceedings Volume: “Interactions of the ECHR with the
various branches of law”

Athens, 4 November 2025 — Goethe Institute

Organized by: Marangopoulos Foundation for Human Rights (MFHR)

On the occasion of the 75th anniversary of the signing of the European Convention on
Human Rights (4 November 1950 — 4 November 2025), the proceedings volume
“Interactions between the ECHR and the Various Branches of Law” was presented.
The conference had been organized by the Faculty of Law of the National and
Kapodistrian University of Athens (NKUA) in cooperation with the Marangopoulos
Foundation for Human Rights (MFHR). The presentation of the volume took place in
the auditorium of the Goethe Institute on Tuesday, 4 November 2025, attracting a large
audience of academics, judges, and legal professionals.

The event was opened by Professor Konstantinos Christodoulou, Dean of the NKUA
Law School, who highlighted the remarkable scholarly contribution of the presented
volume. He stressed that the book transcends the usual character of conference
proceedings, constituting instead a systematic collection of well-documented studies.
He further noted the epistemological originality of the project, as it offers a
comprehensive and horizontal reading of the ECHR, a perspective that has been missing
even from international literature.

Ms. Lila Karatza, Publishing Director at Nomiki Bibliothiki, expressed the publisher’s
great pleasure and honor in supporting the project. She emphasized the uniqueness of
the ECHR as an international instrument which, due to the nature of the rights it protects
and the extensive case law developed by the European Court of Human Rights
(ECtHR), interacts with all branches of law, such as civil, commercial, labor, criminal,
administrative, tax, and environmental law, as well as with EU and international law.

The event was moderated by Ms. Niki Marioli, President of the Legal Council of State
and Agent of the Hellenic Republic before the ECtHR. She spoke at length about the
institutional role of the Legal Council of State, which seeks to maintain a delicate
balance between defending the state and protecting fundamental rights. Ms. Marioli
emphasized that the ECHR should not be viewed as an adversary to the states, but rather
as an institutional partner pursuing a common goal: the protection of human dignity.
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Professor Antonis Karampatzos, Professor of Civil Law at the NKUA School of Law,
presented the impact of the ECHR on private law. He underlined that the application
and interpretation of civil law norms cannot be conceived independently of the ECHR,
which functions as a supra-legislative standard enriching and humanizing domestic law.
Professor Karampatzos also discussed the Convention’s interactions with family law,
labor law, and civil procedure, highlighting its beneficial and multifaceted influence as
reflected in the Strasbourg Court’s jurisprudence.

Professor Emeritus Leonidas Kotsalis, an eminent scholar of Criminal Law, noted that
the ECHR marked a turning point in postwar Europe, establishing a new era for the
protection of human dignity and the rule of law. He underscored the importance of
Article 6 on the right to a fair trial as the core of criminal justice safeguards. Professor
Kotsalis also referred to the enduring challenge of balancing security and freedom,
especially in times of crisis, and concluded that the ECHR remains an unshakable
foundation of the rule of law and democratic legitimacy, one that should not yield to
circumstances or contingencies.

Mr. Ilias Mazos, Vice-President of the Council of State, pointed out that while the
invocation of the ECHR before national courts was once exceptional, it has now become
an integral part of judicial practice. Through his analysis of the volume, he emphasized
the systematic penetration of the ECHR into various legal fields, such as constitutional,
administrative, immigration, and tax law, as well as its influence on freedom of
expression and religious freedom. Concluding, he stressed that a deep study of ECtHR
case law, as reflected in the presented volume, is essential to understanding the
underlying trends shaping it.

The event concluded with Professor Linos-Alexandre Sicilianos, President of the
MFHR and former President of the ECtHR, who warmly thanked the moderators, the
authors of the volume, Nomiki Bibliothiki, all participants in the presentation, and the
Goethe Institute for its hospitality. He emphasized the uniqueness of the European
Convention on Human Rights, which permeates every branch of national and
international legal order, extending even to the very core of state authority, from the
actions of the military and intelligence services to the penitentiary system. Professor
Sicilianos concluded by highlighting the Convention’s enduring resilience, noting that
despite the challenges and crises it has faced, it remains the cohesive element of Europe.
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