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The scientific event titled “Detention Conditions in Greek Prisons”, co-organized by 

the Laboratory of Criminal and Criminological Research of the NKUA Law School and 

the Marangopoulos Foundation for Human Rights, was a rare opportunity for 

institutional and academic dialogue on one of the most critical issues of the rule of law 

in Greece. The event took place at the ESIEA Building and was attended by academics, 

representatives of institutional bodies, and experts in the field of corrections. 

The event was opened by Professor Konstantinos Christodoulou, Dean of the Law 

School of NKUA, who emphasized that detention conditions reflect the degree of 

respect for human rights. He analyzed the spirit and purpose of Article 3 of the 

European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR). Professor Christodoulou highlighted 

the importance of cooperation between academia, institutions, and the State in 

promoting a humane and modern correctional system. 

The General Secretary for Anti-Crime Policy, Mr. Aristos Perris, presented the new 

Five-Year Action Plan 2025–2030 of the Ministry of Citizen Protection for reforming 

the prison system. His presentation focused on the core principles of the plan: 

addressing overcrowding, improving infrastructure, strengthening staffing levels, 

upgrading healthcare services, and enhancing reintegration programs. He announced 

forthcoming measures such as prison renovation and replacement, the use of electronic 

monitoring (“ankle bracelet”) and community service as alternatives to incarceration, 

and the recruitment of medical and nursing staff. He stressed that the State’s goal is the 



 

 

gradual transformation of prisons into spaces with humane conditions, where sentence 

execution is combined with social reintegration efforts. 

The Greek Ombudsman, Mr. Andreas Pottakis, presented findings from the National 

Mechanism for the Prevention of Torture, noting that despite legislative progress 

conditions still fall short of international standards due to overcrowding, understaffing, 

and insufficient healthcare. He pointed out that Greece still has one of the highest rates 

of long-term sentences in Europe and that detention conditions often violate basic rights 

of inmates. Mr. Pottakis also highlighted the limited effectiveness of the special legal 

remedy under Article 6A of the Correctional Code, which has rarely yielded positive 

results. He urged the State to focus not only on preventing new judgments of violation 

by the European Court of Human Rights but also on achieving genuine institutional 

improvement. He made special reference to the need to strengthen education within 

prisons, describing learning and vocational training as essential tools for social 

reintegration. 

The first thematic panel, entitled “The regulatory framework”, was moderated by 

Emeritus Professor Ioannis Giannidis. Professor Linos-Alexandros Sicilianos, 

President of the MFHR and former President of the European Court of Human Rights 

(ECHR), presented the Court’s case law on detention conditions, with particular 

reference to the case Mursić v. Croatia. He explained that the Court presumes a 

violation of Article 3 of the ECHR when prisoners have less than three square meters 

of personal space, unless exceptional circumstances exist. Professor Sicilianos 

presented recent data showing that many Greek prisons face serious overcrowding 

issues and proposed enacting a maximum occupancy limit per detention facility, 

beyond which no new inmates could be admitted. 

Associate Professor Giorgos Giannoulis then analyzed recent developments 

concerning the application of Article 6A of the Correctional Code. Although this 

provision represented a significant step toward judicial protection for inmates, he 

explained that in practice its implementation has been problematic due to the lack of 



 

 

clear procedural guidelines, difficulties in providing evidence, and delays in judicial 

proceedings. He proposed improving inmate access to the procedure by simplifying 

formalities, allowing personal participation in hearings, and using reports by 

independent bodies—such as the Ombudsman and the European Committee for the 

Prevention of Torture—as supporting evidence in relevant cases. 

Assistant Professor Antonia-Ioli Tzanetaki focused on the new national prison plan, 

examining the fundamental policy choices shaping it. She pointed out that although the 

plan is promoted as a solution to overcrowding and poor prison conditions, in practice 

it reinforces a strictly punitive approach. In her assessment, the extensive expansion of 

the correctional system risks creating a structurally burdensome and socially 

unsustainable incarceration mechanism, distancing the country from the European 

tradition of moderate and human-centered criminal policy. 

The second panel, entitled “The situation on the ground”, was moderated by Mr. Petros 

Damianos, former Director of the  Special Juvenile Correctional Institution of Avlona 

and Secretary-General of the MFHR. Mr. Antonis Tsourekis, Director of the Special 

Health Center for Prisoners in Korydallos, emphasized the importance of safeguarding 

the right to health in prisons. He highlighted systemic challenges, such as 

overcrowding, lack of staff and inadequate infrastructure, and underlined the need for 

stronger cooperation with the National Health System. He stressed that holistic care, 

prevention, and respect for medical ethics are essential to a humane and modern 

correctional framework, which reflects the rule of law and the cultural maturity of 

society. 

Following this, a joint presentation by sociologist Dr. William Aloskofis and Assistant 

Professor Konstantinos Panagos of the NKUA Law School explored informal 

hierarchies and subcultures in prisons. They analyzed how these dynamics affect 

behavior, violence, and socialization among inmates. The speakers emphasized that 

understanding these phenomena is essential for shaping effective correctional policies. 



 

 

At the conclusion of the event, participants summarized the key findings of the 

conference. They acknowledged that while some progress has been made in reforming 

the prison system, structural weaknesses persist, requiring sustained political will and 

institutional cooperation. The need for a long-term, coherent prison policy strategy 

emerged as a central conclusion, alongside the imperative to safeguard dignity, health, 

and reintegration opportunities for all prisoners. 

The event concluded with a joint message from the organizers and speakers: prison 

conditions mirror the civilization of a nation, and only through coordinated efforts 

between the State, academia, and institutions can Greek prisons become spaces of 

rights, dignity and reintegration. A lively discussion followed with active audience 

participation, enriching the dialogue and raising new perspectives. 

 

 


